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Sir: 

Listed on accompanying Form PTO-1449 are documents that may be considered material 
to the examination of this application, in compliance with the duty of disclosure requirements of 
37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98. In accordance with 37 C.F.R §§ 1.97(g) and (h), this 
Information Disclosure Statement is not to be construed as a representation that a search has 
been made, and is not to be construed to be an admission that the information cited is, or is 
considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b). 

The present application is a continuation-in-part of Application Serial No. 09/912,281, 
filed on July 23, 2001, which is in turn a continuation-in-part of Application Serial No. 
09/870,549, filed on May 30, 2001, which is in turn a continuation-in-part of Application Serial 
No. 09/384,832, filed on August 27, 1999. All references cited on the accompanying PTO-1449 
form have been made of record in the parent and grandparent applications, and were either 
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submitted to the PTO in Information Disclosure Statements filed on February 19, 2002 or 
September 21, 2000, or were cited by the PTO during prosecution of the great-grandparent 
application. Accordingly, copies of these references are not resubmitted herewith. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months of the U.S. 
filing date OR before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits. No certification or 
fee is thus required under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(b). It is believed that no fee is due in connection with 
this submission whatsoever. Should any fee be due in relation to this document, however, the 
Commissioner is authorized to charge any fee deficiency or credit any overpayment to Deposit 
Account No. 08-3038, referencing Attorney Docket No. 1 1533.0012.CPUS05. Applicant 
respectfully requests that the listed documents be made of record in the present case. 




Respectfully Submitted, 



Date: February 19, 2002 



Glenn W. Rhodes, Esq. / Reg. No. 31,790 
Justin A. White, Esq. / Reg. No. 48,883 
Howrey Simon Arnold & White, LLP 
750 Bering Drive, Suite 400 
Houston, TX 77057 
(650) 463-8100 
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U.S. Patent Documents 



Exam. 
Init. 


Ref. 
Des. 


Document 
Number 


Date 


Name 


Class 


Sub 
Class 


Filing Date of 
App. 




Al 


6,214,216 


4/10/01 


Isaacson 


210 


162 


10/4/99 




A2 


6,149,803 


11/21/00 


DiLoreto, Jr., et al. 


210 


164 


! 08/28/98 




A3 


6,106,707 


8/22/00 


Morris, et al 


210 


163 


2/17/99 




A4 


6,106,706 


8/22/00 


Roy, et al. 


210 


99 


4/29/98 




A5 


6,095,718 


8/1/00 


Bohnhoff 


405 


52 


10/9/98 




A6 


6,093,314 


07/25/00 


Wilson, et al. 


210 


99 


06/05/98 




A7 


6,086,758 


7/11/00 


Schilling, et al. 


210 


164 


11/13/98 




A8 


6,080,307 


6/27/00 


Morris, et al. 


210 


163 


9/29/98 




A9 


6,059,966 


05/09/00 


Brandhofer, et al. 


210 


232 


03/02/98 




A10 


6,059,964 


5/9/00 


Strawser, Sr. 


210 


164 


12/3/98 




All 


6,045,691 


4/4/00 


McDermott 


210 


164 


8/21/98 




A12 


6,010,622 


01/04/00 


Chinn, et al. 


210 


164 


12/02/97 




A13 


5,985,157 


11/16/99 


Leckner, et al. 


210 


747 


08/01/97 




A14 


5,980,740 


11/9/99 


Harms 


210 


162 


1/6/98 




A15 


5,958,226 


9/28/99 


Fleischmann 


210 


165 


8/18/98 




A16 


5,935,450 


08/10/99 


Benedict 


210 


776 


12/04/97 




A17 


5,916,436 


6/29/99 


Devore 


210 


163 


9/12/97 




A18 


5,843,306 


12/1/98 


Singleton 


210 


163 


4/16/97 




A19 


5,820,762 


10/13/98 


Bamer, et al. 


210 


661 


12/14/96 




A20 


5,575,925 


11/19/96 


Logue, Jr. 


210 


747 


12/12/94 




A21 


5,733,445 


03/31/98 


Fanelli 


210 


164 


07/25/96 




All 


5,720,574 


2/4/98 


Barella 


405 


52 


11/2/95 




A23 


5,702,595 


12/30/97 


Mossburg, Jr. 


210 


163 


12/06/96 



Examiner: 



Date Considered: 



EXAMINER: INITIAL IF REFERENCE CONSIDERED, WHETHER OR NOT CITATION IS IN CONFORMANCE WITH MPEP609; DRAW LINE THROUGH 
CITATION IF NOT IN CONFORMANCE AND NOT CONSIDERED. INCLUDE COPY OF THIS FORM WITH NEXT COMMUNICATION TO APPLICANT. 
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A24 


5,632,889 


5/27/97 


Tharp 


210 


165 


6/9/95 




A25 


5,632,888 


5/27/97 


Chinn, et al. 


210 


163 


5/11/95 




A26 


5,498,331 


3/12/96 


Monteith 


210 


170 


1 1/8/94 




A27 


5,480,254 


1/2/96 


Autry 


404 


2 


11/19/93 




A28 


5,405,539 


4/11/95 


Schneider 


210 


747 


3/4/93 




A29 


5,403,474 


5/5/95 


Emery 


210 


163 


2/24/94 




A30 


5,372,714 


12/13/94 


Logue, Jr. 


210 


164 


10/21/93 




A31 


5,360,284 


11/01/94 


Allard 


404 


2 


12/18/92 




A32 


5,345,741 


9/13/94 


Slater 


52 


646 


9/27/93 




A33 


5,297,895 


03/29/94 


Johnson 


405 


41 


09/16/91 




A34 


5,232,587 


8/3/93 


Hegemier, et al. 


210 


162 


3/2/92 




A35 


5,066,165 


11/19/91 


Wofford, et al. 


405 


119 


8/13/90 




A36 


5,062,735 


11/5/91 


Gaudin 


404 


25 


12/4/89 




A37 


4,594,157 


6/10/86 


McGowan 


210 


163 


12/31/84 




A38 


4,419,232 


12/6/83 


Arntyr, et al. 


210 


164 


11/9/81 




A39 


4,174,183 


11/13/79 


Ferns 


404 


26 


3/1/78 




A40 


3,042,210 


7/3/62 


Hattori 


210 


163 


6/12/59 




A41 


2,497,577 


2/14/50 


Biggerstaff 


182 


31 


4/25/47 




A42 


2,496,757 


2/7/50 


Sieling 


210 


162 


9/6/46 




A43 


2,432,203 


12/9/47 


Miller 


182 


2 


8/11/45 




A44 


1,507,531 


9/2/24 


Vaudell 






1/9/22 




A45 


809,201 


01/02/06 


Lutz 






08/20/05 




A46 


705,447 


07/22/02 


Sargent 






10/2/01 



Examiner: 



Date Considered: 



EXAJVUNER: INITIAL IF REFERENCE CONSIDERED, WHETHER OR NOT CITATION IS IN CONFORMANCE WITH MPEP609; DRAW LINE THROUGH 
CITATION IF NOT IN CONFORMANCE AND NOT CONSIDERED. INCLUDE COPY OF THIS FORM WITH NEXT COMMUNICATION TO APPLICANT. 
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299114 


8/1/96 
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